
Loc a ted in the Angeles Na tional Forest, 

app roxima tely 10 miles north of the c ity o f Claremont, 

Ca lifornia , the Mt. Ba ldy Visitor’ s Center is a  restored  

one-room sc hool house tha t opened  in 1921.  The 

Visitor’ s Center inc ludes an indoor na ture tra il 

showc asing the na tura l b iomes of the San Antonio 

Canyon as well as a  c lassroom, interpretive exhib its, a  

greenhouse, and rep roduc tions of both a  Gabrielino-

Tongva  village and  a  historic  California  Gold  Rush 

c amp .   

 

At the Mt. Ba ldy Environmenta l Educa tion Center, our 

philosophy of “ p reserva tion through educ a tion”  

involves teaching wise stewardship  p rac tic es to the 

next genera tion of forest users.  Over 40,000 

sc hoolc hild ren from throughout the Los Angeles area  

have pa rtic ipa ted  in programming a t the Center 

within the past three yea rs.  Students lea rn about 

Ca lifornia  gold history while panning for Gold  or 

making their own pa int b rushes from yuc ca  sta lks to  

depic t their story in na tive language while lea rning 

about the Na tive Americ an Gabrielino-Tongva  tribe.   
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For more informa tion on Mt. Ba ldy Environmenta l Educa tion Center, p lease contac t 

 Ric k Dean a t rdean@fs.fed .us or visit the HOL site p rofile 

http :/ / www.handsontheland .org/p rofiles/ profile_deta ils.c fm?sitec ode=moba . 

Other ac tivities a t the Mt. Ba ldy Center inc lude nature 

hikes led  by experienc ed na tura lists, a  monthly 

lec ture series, summer adventure programs for kids, 

sc out programs, and  spec ia l events such as our 

rec ent second  annual living history event “ A Pa thway 

Through the Past” .  Held in June 2007, Mt. Ba ldy history 

c ame to  life with the help of co lorful performers, live 

animals, and vivid  interp retive bac kd rops.  This was a  

wonderful event sha ring the adventures and exploits 

o f Mt. Ba ldy’ s past.  

 

Our p rograms have gained  so much interest tha t we 

opened the doors to  a  second  site in the San Gabriel 

Canyon reac hing even c loser to  the inner 

c ommunities of Los Angeles.  Our goal to  get c hildren 

to  understand their connec tion with na ture has been 

rea lized  with over 5,000 sc hool c hild ren taking pa rt in 

our p rograms suc h as ec ology, geology, Ca lifornia  

go ld  mining history, wa ter quality, Na tive Americ an 

history, and the wild land fire stud ies program. 

 

Students at Mt. Baldy storytelling (painting ) w ith 
handmade yuc ca  stalk paint b rushes. 

Students at Mt. Baldy test w ater quality and 
searc h for aquatic  life. 


