
Located in the Angeles National Forest, 
approximately 10 miles north of the city of Claremont, 
California, the Mt. Baldy Visitor’s Center is a restored 
one-room school house that opened in 1921.  The 
Visitor’s Center includes an indoor nature trail 
showcasing the natural biomes of the San Antonio 
Canyon as well as a classroom, interpretive exhibits, a 
greenhouse, and reproductions of both a Gabrielino-
Tongva village and a historic California Gold Rush 
camp.   
 
At the Mt. Baldy Environmental Education Center, our 
philosophy of “preservation through education” 
involves teaching wise stewardship practices to the 
next generation of forest users.  Over 40,000 
schoolchildren from throughout the Los Angeles area 
have participated in programming at the Center 
within the past three years.  Students learn about 
California gold history while panning for Gold or 
making their own paint brushes from yucca stalks to 
depict their story in native language while learning 
about the Native American Gabrielino-Tongva tribe.   
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For more information on Mt. Baldy Environmental Education Center, please contact 
 Rick Dean at rdean@fs.fed.us or visit the HOL site profile 

http://www.handsontheland.org/profiles/profile_details.cfm?sitecode=moba . 

Other activities at the Mt. Baldy Center include nature 
hikes led by experienced naturalists, a monthly 
lecture series, summer adventure programs for kids, 
scout programs, and special events such as our 
recent second annual living history event “A Pathway 
Through the Past”.  Held in June 2007, Mt. Baldy history 
came to life with the help of colorful performers, live 
animals, and vivid interpretive backdrops.  This was a 
wonderful event sharing the adventures and exploits 
of Mt. Baldy’s past.  
 
Our programs have gained so much interest that we 
opened the doors to a second site in the San Gabriel 
Canyon reaching even closer to the inner 
communities of Los Angeles.  Our goal to get children 
to understand their connection with nature has been 
realized with over 5,000 school children taking part in 
our programs such as ecology, geology, California 
gold mining history, water quality, Native American 
history, and the wildland fire studies program. 
 

Students at Mt. Baldy storytelling (painting) with 
handmade yucca stalk paint brushes. 

Students at Mt. Baldy test water quality and 
search for aquatic life. 
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For additional information, comments or questions, contact Hands on the Land, Ellen Reid,  
The Keystone Center, 1628 Sts. John Rd. Keystone, CO 80435, 970-468-2098, ereid@keystone.org    

BREAKING NEWS! 
DEADLINE EXTENDED! 

Nominate your site today for the 2007 HOL awards.  
The deadline has been extended until  

August 31, 2007.  Each year, Hands on the Land 
recognizes excellence in education, collaboration, 
networking, and web resources through its Awards 
Program.  2007 Awards will go to sites that excel in 

Community Collaboration, Web Resources or Network 
Collaboration and Mentoring.  Winners are 

acknowledged on the HOL website and newsletter 
and receive an official HOL Awards plaque and letter 
of recognition.  Previous award winners have utilized 

the opportunity to send out press releases to their 
communities to showcase the great work their site is 

doing in partnership with HOL. The Nomination Form is 
located online at www.handsontheland.org .  

 
 
Web Corner 
 Posting Student Work 
It’s easy to post student work to the Hands on the 
Land webpage. You can post artwork, essays, poetry 
or photos.  Follow these easy steps: 

1. On the Hands on the Land home page click 
on ‘Admin Hub’. 

2. Log on using your email address and assigned 
password. If you do not have a password, 
please contact the webmaster, Dave Zelenka 
at davez(at)interactive-earth.com. 

3. Under ‘Content Management’ click ‘post’ 
Student Artwork and Photography or Poetry 
and Essays. 

4. Fill in the boxes with the information and click 
‘Post It!’ 

NOTE: If you are posting a picture in jpeg format, it 
must be smaller than 70KB. 
 
Posting student work is a great way to share your site’s 
educational programming.  Students love to have a 
place to show the results of their hard work too! 
 
Please contact the interim HOL Program Director, 
Wendi Liles at wliles@keystone.org with any questions. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 National Public Lands Day 
Helping Hands for America’s Lands 
 
The 14th annual National Public Lands Day 
is Saturday, September 29, 2007.  “Lend a hand to the 
land” you use for hiking, biking, and outdoor 
adventures!  National Public Lands Day is the largest 
hands-on volunteer effort to improve and enhance 
public lands.  In 2006, over 100,000 volunteers 
participated and this year the goal is to get even 
more.  One out of every three acres of America’s 
land-600 million acres-is public land making it easy to 
get involved. Want to be involved but you don’t 
know where to go?  View the interactive map online 
at www.publiclandsday.org  to easily find the location 
nearest you. 
    
This event is a great way to get your community 
involved at your site and don’t forget to include 
students at your local school by organizing activities 
they can participate in during their regular school 
day.  Do you need ideas to get started planning your 
event?  Visit www.publiclandsday.org to get 
everything you need from Media Kits to Volunteer 
Checklists making it easy to get started.   
 
More information and registration forms can be found 
at www.publiclandsday.org.  Register today and 
receive FREE promotional materials. 
 

Member News 
 

Check It Out! 
 
Take It Outside!  
Connect With Your Public Lands 
Join the BLM to encourage children to “Take It 
Outside” to establish connections to nature through 
their schools, youth organizations, and families.    
More information can be found at 
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/children_a
nd_nature.html.  
 
 


