Fea't'ured Ste

August 2007

Hi*nds on the Lind

& A National Network of Field Classrooms Linking Students,
Teachers, and Parents to their Public Lands and \Xaterways

Mt. Baldy Environmental Education Center

Located in the AngelesNational Forest,
approximately 10 milesnorth of the city of Claremont,
California, the Mt. Baldy Visitor sCenterisa restored
one-room school house that opened in 1921. The
VistorsCenterincludesan indoor nature trail
showcasng the natural biomesof the San Antonio
Canyon aswellasa classsoom, interpretive exhibits, a
greenhouse, and reproductionsof both a Gabrielino-
Tongva village and a historic California Gold Rush
camp.

At the Mt. Baldy Environmental Education Center, our
philosophy of “preservation through education”
involvesteaching wise stewardship practicesto the
next generation of forest users. Over 40,000
schoolchildren from throughout the LosAngelesarea
have participated in programming at the Center
within the past three years. Sudentslearn about
California gold history while panning for Gold or
making their own paint brushesfrom yucca stalksto
depict their story in native language while learning
about the Native American Gabrielino-Tongva tribe.

Sudentsat Mt. Baldy test water quality and
search foraquatic life.

Sudentsat Mt. Baldy storytelling (painting) with
handmade yucca stalk paint brushes.

Other activitiesat the Mt. Baldy Centerinclude nature
hikesled by experienced naturalists, a monthly
lecture series, summer adventure programsfor kids,
scout programs, and special eventssuch asour
recent second annualliving history event “A Pathway
Through the Past”. Held in June 2007, Mt. Baldy higtory
came to life with the help of colorful performers, live
animals, and vivid interpretive backdrops. Thiswasa
wonderful event sharing the adventuresand exploits
of Mt. Baldy’spast.

Our programshave gained so much interest that we
opened the doorsto a second gte in the San Gabriel
Canyon reaching even closerto the inner
communitiesof LosAngeles. Ourgoalto getchildren
to understand their connection with nature hasbeen
realized with over 5,000 school children taking partin
ourprogramssuch asecology, geology, California
gold mining history, water quality, Native American
history, and the wildland fire studiesprogram.

For more information on Mt. Baldy Environmental Education Center, please contact
Rick Dean at rdean@ifs.fed.usor visit the HOL ste profile

http://www.handsontheland.org/profiles profile details.cfm?stecode=moba .




