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m HANDS ON THE LAND

A National Network of Field Classrooms Connecting Students,
Teachers, and Parents to Their Public Lands and Waterways

FEATURED SITE

Alder Creek Children’s Forest was founded
in 2002 in rural Douglas County, Oregon, to
serve two of the state’s greatest resources: its
coniferous forests and its youth. Douglas
County has for some time been one of the top
timber producers in the country, and is
expected to surpass all other counties of the
Pacific Northwest during the first half of the
21 century. Whether as voting citizens,
political decision-makers, or on-the-ground
managers, the youth of Douglas County will
play a crucial role in deciding how its vast
coniferous forest resources should be treated in
future. Thus the mission of Alder Creek
Children’s Forest: zo offer a place, parinerships,
and programs designed for young citizens to learn
to work together to create healthy, sustainable
Jorests, watersheds, and communities. The U.S.
Bureau of Land Management and a wide range
of public and private partners have been key to
the success of Alder Creek Children’s Forest in
delivering this mission to area schools and

youth organizations.

Youth from the Wolf Creek Job Corps construct a
new connector trail on the ACCF site, May 2009.

Explore Your Forests
and Watersheds!

The Oregon Explorers
Initiative

ith state, county, and local
support and sponsorship via
the Gray Family Fund, Alder

Creek Children’s Forest (ACCF) recently
launched Oregon Explorers, a new '
initiative that takes place-based education
into the 21st century with cutting-edge
interactive technologies. Oregon
Explorers supports standards-based field,
classroom, and computer lab activities
utilizing online mapping and building on

the Oregon Explorer natural resources
digital library (www.oregonexplorer.info).

Teachers participating in a recent Ore-
gon Explorers workshop apply GPS in
Oregon Explorers is currently offered via the field as they gather data on a small
two ACCF programs: Explore Your fallen log, October 2009.

Forest in fall, and Explore Your Watershed in spring, building on tools learned
during the fall program. Oregon Explorers activities consist of three linked
phases: preparation, field exploration, and follow-up. Mapping skills and
background information gained during pre-field preparation are then applied
via GPS-enhanced field exploration based on existing natural resource
curricula such as Project Learning Tree, and followed by classroom and
computer activities that give youth the opportunity to map, analyze, write
about, and share their field experiences. The educational advantages of this
sequence are many: far more than an isolated outdoor field trip, the learning
experience of youth in Oregon Explorers is a sustained inquiry-based process,
emulating how natural resources are actually researched and managed in the
21 century, with a wide range of subject area learning outcomes possible.

In the same spirit as the Hands on the Land network, the Oregon Explorers
initiative offers youth in south Douglas County the opportunity to share their
local forest and watershed expertise with others in Oregon via a Moodle site
(oregonexplorers.orvsd.org) supported by the Oregon Virtual School District.
Additionally, the Oregon Natural Resource Education Program provides
twice-annual training workshops on the ACCF site to introduce area teachers

to outdoor education curricula as well as the Oregon Explorers learning process
and related technologies.

More information:
See http://[www.aldercreek.org/teachers/OE.html or contact Jim Proctor
at Lewis & Clark College (jproctor@Iclark.edu, 503.768.7707).
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JOURNEY TO ANTARCTICA WITH EARTH GAUGE

Join National Environmental Education Foundation's (NEEF) Ann Posegate on a research trip to Antarc-
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tica. From January 5-12, Ann will be traveling with Dan Satterfield, a meteorologist from Hunsville, Ala-
bama to visit Antarctica's McMurdo Station, South Pole Station, West Antarctic Ice Sheet, and possibly
McMurdo Dry Valleys. Ann and Dan will be creating articles, videos, photo essays, and blog entries about

st Bo.
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various National Science Foundation research projects, such as West Antarctic Ice Sheet Divide Ice Core cli-
mate research, South Pole Telescope observations, Antarctic Automated Weather Station program, ozone
'hole' research, and explorations of the unique geochemistry and microbiology of subglacial Lake Vida. Stu-
dents and teachers can keep an eye on their progress through NEEF's www.planet-connect.org website.

More information:
http://www.earthgauge.net/antarctica

Suiting Up for the http://www.planet-connect.org Moo DLE

Flight to McMurdo
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CURRICULUM HIGHLIGCHTS Hands on the Land is still soliciting

help to develop interactive on-line

The Whittier Artificial Reef Project curriculum focuses on the
ecology and importance of high-latitude rocky reefs as a habitat
for marine life and the potential of artificial reefs to mitigate, or

fieldtrips for your students, teachers or
volunteers. Find out more about

developing e-fieldtrips, trainings, or
compensate, for negative impacts on marine habitats that result ping PS> &%

tull-blown courses by taking the on-

| from human activities. ) o
line training today.

More information: http://www.handsontheland.org/cacs/
More information:
http://www.handsontheland.org/Ims
The National Park Service and US Forest Service have Enrollment key: handsontheland
partnered with the University of Alaska Anchorage aquatic
biologist Dan Bogan to create the local Sitka Stream Team. All
3rd and 7th graders and Sheldon Jackson College chemistry

classes participate in physical, biological, and chemical

monitoring of the Indian River watershed.

More information: http://astdatabase.uaa.alaska.edu/

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania TD }‘q. t"‘”‘T = p* = 3 National Environmental Education Week (EE
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A Lok Week) is the largest organized environmental
Join your colleagues in the City of Brotherly StiENcE hTIj E J education event in the United States. EE Week
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increases the educational impact of Earth Day
ence on Science Education. Conference WNabe

EE Week
April 1117, 2010

by creating a full week of educational prepara-

919
registration and exhibits will be at the e tion, learning, and activities in K-12 class-
Pennsylvania Convention Center. Most sessions and events have been rooms, nature centers, zoos, museums, and
scheduled at the Convention Center and the Doubletree Philadelphia Hotel, aquariums. By participating in EE Week, you
Loew’s Philadelphia Hotel, Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, and Sheraton encourage your students to make a difference in
Philadelphia City Center Hotel. their schools, homes, and communities!

For additional information, comments or questions, contact Hands on the Land, Ellen Reid,
The Keystone Center, 1628 Sts. John Rd. Keystone, CO 80435, 970-468-2098, ereid@keystone.org



